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HE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re US National Phase Patent Application in respect of International Patent 
RENSBURG nL,mber PCT/IB02/ ° 2923 in the name of Frederick Roelof VAN 



STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF PETITION FOR REVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION 
FOR PATENT ABANDONED UNINTENTIONALLY UNDER 37 C.F.R.' 1.137(b) 



I. 



Frederick Roelof VAN RENSBURG, 

hereby state as follows: 
1. 
2. 



I am the applicant of the abovementioned patent application. 



I am the inventor of an invention entitled "Loss of value". | filed 
PCT/IB02/02923 (the "International application") on 26 July 2002, claiming priority 
from an earlier South African patent application No 2001/6311 filed on 31 July 
2001 ,n the name of Quickstep 313 (Proprietary) Limited, ("Quickstep") a South 
African company of which I am a shareholder. My agent for the International 
application was Alan Lewis, a patent attorney of Adams & Adams, 3 rd Floor 23 
Wellington Road, Parktown, Gauteng, South Africa. My agent acts on 'the 
-nstructions of Quickstep. Mr Nicolaas Johannes Nel is a director of Quickstep 
and most communications between my agent and Quickstep take place via him 
Any reference hereafter to "we" is meant to refer collectively to me and Quickstep ' 
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rr i?k a rom Adams & Adams 10 Qufcks,e p- « w»i be seen 
iTtr D search Report had not received - — 

^ 'T : e " minary EXamina ' ten ^ ,0 be re ™ ^ February 
2003. Exam,nat,on was timeously requested. , underatood from Mr Nel that the 
matter wou,d then remain pending unti, the PCT appiication had been examined. 

msPTO-t T nt ,r a,S ° reqU9S,ed '° inVeS *' 8ate Wi ' h ,he US PW«t Office 

™- . T S6arCh ReP ° rt WOUM ,SSUe ' ln ,WS re ^ 1 *«ach "-tad 
FRVR2 a copy of an emai. fern Mr S Meyers, of the USPTO. dated January 14 
2003. and a ^ of an ema „ fpom Qur ^ ^ ^ . 

2003, marked "FRVR3". °uruary 

5. • Thereafter, the USPTO mailed the Search Report on March 12. 2003 Our 
agen reported the Seamh Report on April 4. 2003. A copy of our agenf s fax is 

"Snt "STr^ " - — ** ~ -nfTd ^ 

enyth,ng. at that time, in regard to the filing of national phase applications. 

6. We subsequently received an email from our agent on March 9 2004 a 
copy of which is attached marked "FRVR5". I, will be seen therefrom that we were 
nf^ed that the deadline for filing m^ (my underlining) nat , ona| sa 
man. has now passed". I understood this to mean thatwe could still fl,e in 

7. Mr Nel responded with an email of March 19, 2004. a copy of which is 
attached ma*ed TRVR6". I refer to the statement therein which reads "Ptease let 
me know ,f mere is in any way a chance for us to register this product overseas 

:zzz:: y be done in *• usa/ 1 re « - 

therefrom that n was our understanding that ,he matter was still pending In the US. 
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8. The email response from our agent dated March 23 20ru » c o» 
markPrt tp\/d7» ■ .... 'vidrcn ^d, ^004 is attached 

marked FRVR7 . in ,h,s email we were told that It was no longer possible to 
ebtam patent protection for my invention in the US. 

Ino':!?* ^ kn ° Wi " 9 if ^ - we 



10. To our aunprise, we received a further email dated October 29 2004 from 
our, 9 en. reporting tna, a Written Opinion had been reived. A ^'JZ 2 
« attached marked "FRVR8*. , refer in particular to paragraph 5 Ze2 2 1 
our agent raises the possibiitty of an extension being obtained. We IHuT 
agent «o prepare and file a response to the Written Opinion. 

11. A response was filed on November 5. 2004. I attach further a copy of an 

: z m r a9ent dated November 5 - 2004 ,s attached »— ~ - 

be no ed ftom paragraph 2 thereof that our agent did no, check i, it was sffl 
poss,ble to file a national phase application in the US. 

12. I, appears mat our agent misunderstood Mr Net's instructions and Mr Nel 

™o. an ;rr November 2o04 - * -» ** * - — « 

; erefrom ** We queried wha * happen if the 

response from the USPTO was favourabie. and asked for an estimate of costs 

13. Mr Nel was then informed telephonically on November 15 2004 »ha, tt ' 
be edlnd th R5 '°°° * ^ * *"* if * ^ZZm 
thereof ,t was deeded to watt forthe reaction of the USPTO POT examiner. 

Examine J T 1 ' 2005 ^ 89er " to US a " '"-al Preiiminary 

Examtnatton Report ("JPER") issued by the USPTO on May 23, 2005. He IdTed 
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us further that, insofar as the United States was concerned, he had been informed 
that the USPTO regarded the application as having lapsed due to the failure to file 
a United States national phase application within the 30 month deadline 
notwithstanding that the IPER had only just been issued, but that there was a 
mechanism for applying for the revival of an unintentionally abandoned 
application. It was only then that we became aware that the USPTO would in fact 
not grant us an extension within which to file a US national phase application on 
the basis of the late issuance of the IPER. 

15. My agent was instructed to obtain further information about the procedure 
for launching a petition to revive the application, which he did, and he reported to 
us thereon on June 7, 2005. 

16. He was thereafter instructed by Quickstep immediately to prepare and file a 
petition for the revival of an unintentionally abandoned patent application as well 
as a US national phase application. 

17. I submit that the lapsing of the application was unintentional and that had 
we known in January 2004 that a US national phase application had to be filed 
within the 30 month deadline of January 31, 2004, notwithstanding that the IPER 
had not been issued, we would definitely have done so. Moreover, we were not • 
aware until 7 June 2005 that the correct procedure for reviving the application in 
the United States would have been immediately to file a US national phase 
application and a petition to revive the application. If we had known this we would 
have done so immediately since we regard patent protection in the US as being 
valuable and important. 
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18. In the circumstances I request that the application be revived. 
Signed at JOHANNESBURG this * day of JUNE 2005. 

Frederick Roelof VAN RENSBURG 
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FA r TRANSMISSION £Gv& I 

FROM: (011) 642-1914 

No of pages transmitted: (3) (including this page) 
Confirmation copy by post 

To Fax No: (012) 809-2960 

. p Q 0 U &el 3 ^ ^ VI 4764 AL/DM 

PRETORIA Mr Lewis 

1 3 January 2003 

Attention: Mr M Mcl 
Dear Sirs 

RENsI^ ln the name of VAN 

RENSBURG, Frederick Roelof - " AN INSURANCE PRODUCT " - 

Our Ref; F 167 13 AL/DM 



1 . We refer to previous correspondence in this matter, ending with our letter to 
you of 9 September 2002. " r IO 

2- SEARCH RFPORT 

We have not yet received the International Search Report notwithstanding 
that according to the PCT regulations, the (nternational search report should havS 
already been issued We are following up the matter with the International 
Searching Authority m this case the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
and shall. report further to you in this regard. 

3. FURTHER PROSECUTION 

3.1 You now have to decide whether or not you wish to enter into Chapter 
II proceedrngs of the PCT. In order to enter into Chapter II proceedings you wm 

iSS^^T ? ' '~ i0na ' Pre,i ™ a 'V Examination by no later than 27 
February 2003. This deadline is unextendabfe, and applies regardless of whether 
or not you have by then received the International Search Report. We estimate 
that the cost of requesting an International Preliminary Examination will be in the 
M t _ ^ _^ . . _ i . » « doss not include 

our costs incurred to date 

f'"? T ,a f c ,nvo « u c | nor our anticipated costs for attendances in relation to the 
lnternat,onal Search Report. The International Examining Authority, in this case the 
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United States Patent and Trademark Offir* ^,\u ^ 

its merits with reference to ,„ y ™or art whi^h J^V*'^?' Y ° Ur inventlon °" 
Search Report, and will issue a Cn oIL ^ ,n the '^national 

to respond to the Written Opinion whi r h ^ ■ 1 th3t Sta9e ' you ma V ch ^ose 
and claims, to overcome ^7^^^^^^^^^ specification 
estimate that the cost of responding to a WHnf n n Exam,ner ^"V «ise. We 
R20 000. Thereafter, the Examiner ^, 1 ? P,n, °? be the re ^ of 
Examination Report. xam.ner w,ll ,ssue an International Preliminary 

Ixamination 9 yo?wi,| hL^ol^^aln^anTor reqUGSt , '«°-' 
in order to prosecute your patert ^ 

require protection. Subject to wha i ; safri h m + k , the countr ''es where you 
national phase application* and/o regnal D h a ' SP a ^FT* dead ' ineS for fi,i ^ 
months (in certain cases 31 mo 1 0 mn If f »PP'»catIona are usually 30 
200! i.e. 31 Januar^ " 2004 ^(^^"L^***^^*"***!^ 
aPPHcationalnEngteJ«eak^coun^ y ' n ^ ° f fi, '" n 9 nat «'°nal Phase 
in non-English M^SZ^S up^OOoT w °S° n " * 35 °° 0 ' 9nd 
you closer estimates of the filino cost* Z f nJ , ° °°' We sha " be ab,e to give 
interested, upon request. Particular countries in which you may be 

wfSt^SpJ^eS^^ that if you d ° ™ fi,a • 

application by no later than ™ron*?Z mUSt ,? e 3 national phasa 

priority date i.e. by 31 March 20M ? he se oountnae e^: " 1,16 

So^and ES, ° nia - """^ RepUMc ° f Korea. Norway and 
. a^dllr' Denmark ' Rnland ' — »■ Sweden, Tanzania. Uganda 

apS« - 3 national phase 

at an applicable ^\o n a^l[^ B "2?"" Phase a PP"=a«°"s 

at the regional patent offices are 30 Tor •? f 1 "i" 9 patent »PP»<=ations 
depending on whTch regional patent oILVconcSned* ^ P * rt " date ' 

^^M^-SZ^^-V Examination, then the 
Hi) above will be 30 months tin 1 o,* 6 eomtnes ™ferred to in II) an d 

Accordingly, an advantage 'of mn " t reauelrT^ 1 3fter . the "'""^ «*»• 
Examination Is that you shall obtain an ZJZSfT* "\ te ™«°nal Preliminary 
national .phase "PP-'cationstrl^ 

^na& 2£K. Nation « £Z^t™^7 f 



(i) 
(ii) 
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From: 
To: 
Date; 
Subject; 



<Steven.Meyers@USPTO.GOV^> 
<debarah-m@adamsadams.co.za> 
Tuesday, January 14, 2003 9:49PM 
IB02/02923 



Deborah, we found the case and it had recently passed it's due date, so we 
took it out of turn and forwarded rt along to get a few clerical Items done 
prior to it going to the examiner. We have set a new due date of January 
28. 2003 for the examiner to get the Search Report done. Hopefully this 
e-mail will get to you, and If ft does it may be easier (and cheaper) to 
e-mail me back if you have any further questions. Thanks, 

Steve Meyers 

Special Programs Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 
(703) 308-3868 
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From: Deborah MARSICANO 

To: Steven.Meyers@USPTO.GOV 

Date: 2/24/03 1:33PM 

Subject: PCT Application IB02/02923 in the name of F R Van Rensburg- "An Insurance 

ProducT-Our Ref: F16713AL 

Further to your e-mail of 14 January 2003, a copy of which is attached hereto, please confirm when 
we may expect to receive the Search Report 

We thank you for your assistance. 

Alan Lewis 
Adams & Adams 

P O Box 10155 

Johannesburg 

2000 

Tel: 27 11 642 5057 
Fax: 27 11 642 1914 

At present, the Integrity of e-mail across the Internet cannot be guaranteed and messages sent via 
this medium are potentially at risk. The recipient should scan any attached files for viruses. All 
liability arising as a result of the use of this medium to transmit information by or to Adams & Adams 
is excluded to the extent permitted by law. 

The information in this e-mail and in any attached fries is CONFIDENTIAL and is legally privileged 
from disclosure and unauthorised use. It is intended solely for the addressee. If you have received 
this message in error, please return it to the sender and then delete the email and destroy all copies 
of it. If you are not the intended recipient, any form of reproduction, dissemination, copying, 
disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of r or any unauthorised action taken in 
relation to this message or its attachments is prohibited and may be unlawful and an infringement of 
copyright 

»> < Steven.Mevers@USPTO.GOV> 01/14/03 09:49PM »> 
Deborah, we found the case and rt had recently passed it's due date, so we ■ 
took it out of turn and forwarded it along to get a few clerical items done 
prior to it going to the examiner. We have set a new due date of January 
28, 2003 for the examiner to get the Search Report done. Hopefully this 
e-mar! will get to you, and if it does it may be easier (and cheaper) to 
e-mail me back if you have any further questions. Thanks, 

Steve Meyers 

Special Programs Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 
(703) 308-3B68 
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FAX TRANSMISSION 
FROM: (011) 642-1914 



No of pages transmitted: (7) (including this page) 
Confirmation copy by post 

To Fax No: (012)^08=2^8- <?^ ,C *T - 9 



Quickstep 313 (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 1 864 
PRETORIA 
0001 



4 April 2003 



F16713 AL/DM 
Mr Lewis 



Attention: Mr N Nel 



Dear S'irs 

International Patent Application No. PCT/IR02/02923 in the name of VAN 
RENSBURG, Frederick Roelof - n AN INSURANCE PRODUCT " - 
Our Ref: F16713 AL/DM 



1 . We refer to previous communications in this matter, ending with the telephone 
discussion on 4 April 2003 between Mr Grobbelaar and the writer. 

2. We confirm having received the International Search Report issued by the 
United States Patent Office for the above PCT patent application. We enclose 
herewith a copy of the Search Report. The prior art cited in this Search Report 
follows with the confirmatory copy of this letter. 

3. You will note that seven documents have been cited, namely three patent 
specifications being US 4,831 ,526 (Luchs et al), US 5,682,488 (Gleason et al) and 
US 5,897,619 (Hargrove, Jr. et al) as well as four other publications being 

'Filling Insurance 'Gap' for Drivers who Lease', San Francisco Chronicle; 
'TIL Insurance Option Breeds Trouble' (Thomas et al); 
'Crop Revenue Insurance' (Hofstrand); and 

'Crop and Revenue Insurance: Bargain Rates but Still Hard to Sell" (Schnepf). 

4. We have not incurred the costs of studying the Search Report in detail and wiil 
only do so on your instructions. You will note that the searcher has cited prior art 
against all of the claims. The searcher is of the view that the Luchs et al patent, 
the San Francisco Chronicle article and the Thomas et al publication are of 
particular relevance with regard to inventiveness. The searcher considers the 
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Gleason et al publication, the Hargrove, Jr. et al publication, the Hofstrand 
publication and the Schnepf publication as not being of particular relevance but 
nonetheless defining the general state of the art. 

5. Since the examiner will probably question the inventiveness of the invention 
in the light of the prior art cited in the Search Report, we suggest that you read the 
documents carefully and furnish us with your comments thereon with regard to 
possible elements which are capable of distinguishing your invention from those 
cited in the Search Report and which are commercially important. 

6. We await your further response in due course. Our tax invoice for our services 
to date in this matter will follow shortly. 



Yours faithfully 
ADAMS & ADAMS 



ALAN LEWIS 



End. 
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|l_Debg.7:.JyN;?0B^N4S:23ernati PCT7IB02/02923 in the name of VASQ . 72eSBUfp. sFredendtefr 

* 

•k /bm: Deborah MARS ICANO 

To: nickynel@telkornsa.net 

Date: 09-Mar-04 2:00:07 PM 

; Subject: - - International Patent Application No. PCT/IB02/02923 in the name of VAN RENSBURG, 

! Frederick Roelof - " AN INSURANCE PRODUCT ■ 



E-mail: nickynel@telkomsa.net 

Confirmation copy by post 

Quickstep 313 (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 1864 
PRETORIA 
0001 

Attention: Mr N Nel 



Our Ref: F16713 AL/DM 
Mr Lewis 



Our Ref: 
Dear Sirs 



International Patent Application No. PCT/IB02/02923 in the name of VAN RENSBURG, Frederick Roelof 
a AN INSURANCE PRODUCT M - Our Ref: F16713 AL/DM 



1. We refer to previous communications In this matter ending with our e-mail to you of 18 June 2004 and, 
in particular, to our letters to you of 13 January 2003 and 4 April 2003. 

2. Kindly note that the deadline for filing most national phase applications has now passed and 
accordingly, in the absence of any further instructions from you, we are now closing our file. 



Yours faithfully 
ADAMS & ADAMS 



ALAN LEWIS 



At present the integrity of e-mail across the Internet cannot be guaranteed and messages sent via this 
medium are pqtentially at risk. The recipient should scan any attached files for viruses. All liability arising 
as a result of the use of this medium to transmit Information by or to Adams & Adams is excluded to the 
extent permitted by law. \ 

The information in this e-mail and in any attached files is CONFIDENTIAL and is legally privileged from 
disclosure and unauthorised use. It is intended solely for the addressee. If you have received this 
message In error, please return it to the sender and then delete the email and destroy all copies of it. If 
you are not the intended recipient, any form of reproduction, dissemination, copying, disclosure, 
modification, distribution and/or publication of, or any unauthorised action taken in relation to this message 
or its attachments is prohibited and may be unlawful and an infringement of copyright. 
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»> *Nfcky El IsabeJNfeP <nIckyneJ@fcelkomsajiet> JW!ar>04 12;02;40 PM »> {—AT l/iC 

DearAfan\ * " 

Thank yoa ^forth© better. 

•Ittysad thai we hava not made-any money on this faMoua product yet* hut U wtH still i?an)3. Tine reason for no 
further Instaiclfaas'firwm us isr the- feet that we are sfflJ fcy&^tD-p^theqtJf&iandino; monies that wo. owe. your 
wmpcany. The amount should be pafdsooh and thera 3re a lot t^thlh^tftaroertlrrg wtfh the-pnoduc^'D iff we are 
sen not nrfakiao mane^ ^asyefc. f ha#e:Iaaraad' a tot a*bput the ^yfe^^lpciiJsJry^fSd fto^ they operate- trr thi^Jast 
few years. We have* made mistakes an£ « fe.ctearto ustfiatjt wffr£tiJ! tefce a wh'je, fcirt.never gay dfe-. 

Please, let me Know if there teln any'tfcaya chance for us to resist this pmductov^s^es.even |f frcan only be 
done Jn -the VSft, * r 

Ttoanfrsagsta far your bejp - and support ararf please do «oJ dpw tftfe file, we a^e 1 sen going tcneed .your help- and 
exp^rtfea in the future. 

KSnd Regards, 
Micky 

PSr. t hawe.Tiotyet received 'the.e-majr dated iB Jofle 200^ 
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From: Deborah MARSICANO 

nickynel@telkomsa.net 
*^«te: 23-Mar-04 3:22:50 PM 

Subject: Internationa! Patent Application No. PCT/IB02/02923 in the name of VAN RENSBURG 

.Frederick Roelof « 

E-mail: nickynel@telkomsa.net 

Confirmatory copy by post 

Quickstep 313 (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 1664 
PRETORIA 
0001 

Attention: Mr N Nel 

Our Ref: F16713 AL/DM 
Mr Lewis 

Dear Nicky 

name <* VAN RENSBURG, Frederick Roe,of - 

1 . I refer to your e-mail to us of 1 9 March 2004. 

2. Please note that in our previous e-mail to you our reference to "our e-mail to you of 18 June 2004" was 
meant to refer to our e-mail to you 1 8 June 2003 in relation to your outstanding account 

Lent^ n ° te ™ " iS n ° ,onger P° ssib,e to ° btain Paction ^ the 

£* ifiir^ifhfr^ 6 ^ °? Untry t in t wnich V? u specifically interested, then I can find out whether or not it 
£2S£S . PP y ? r P ^ nt P rotection - bLit ' emphasize that in most countries of the world your 
25££2\ l ° n8 F P. atentab ' e - rnost notable countries, of which | am aware, where you «n still 

5. Please note however, that we cannot do any further work for you until you have paid the outstandinn 

do nd that we sha,,> in addition - require ap p r °p riate cov - for 

Yours faithfully 
ADAMS & ADAMS 

t 

ALAN LEWIS 



medium S^Sir 9 ^ °/ f"" 13 " acr °ss the Internet cannot be guaranteed and messages sent via this 
med,um are potentially at nsk. The recipient should scan any attached files for viruses All liabliit? arising 



f 



J- 
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[^O^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^i^^^g No. PCT/IB02/0292 3, ^ ggg 



Frr . - Deborah MARSICANO ... 

\ r ,. nickynel@telkomsa.net 

Date: 29-Oct-04 9:36:03 AM 

Subject: International Patent Application No. PCT/IB02/02923 

E-mail: nickyne!@telkomsa.net 
Confirmation copy by post 



Quickstep 313 (Pty) Ltd 
PO Box 1 864 
PRETORIA 
0001 

Attention: Mr N Nel 

Our Ref: F16713 AL/DM 
Mr Lewis 

Dear Sirs 

International Patent Application No. PCT/IB 02/02923 in the name of Frederick Roelof VAN RENSBURG - 
- LOSS OF VALUE " - Our ref: F16713 AL/DM 



1. We refer to previous correspondence in the above matter, ending with our e-mail to you of 23 March 
2004. 

2. We have at last received a Written Opinion from the PCT examining authorities, being the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office ("USPTO"), on the patentability of the invention. A copy of the 
Written Opinion is enclosed herewith. 

3. You will note that, in the Examiner's opinion, the invention, as claimed in claims 1 ~~ 11 is anticipated by 
an article in the San Francisco Chronicle published, on 1 August 1991 entitled "Filling Insurance 'Gap' For 
Drivers Who Lease". The Examiner Is accordingly of the view that none of the claims are directed towards 
a patentable invention and that ail of the claims are invalid. 

4. Any reply to the Written Opinion must be filed by 8 November 2004. If no reply is filed, an International 
Preliminary Examination Report will be established on the basis of the Written Opinion. 

5. However, as previously mentioned, the deadline for filing a national phase application in most countries 
has in any event long passed. However, it occurs to the writer that it might be possible to obtain an 
extension within which to file a national phase application in the United States on the basis that the 
USPTO is the Searching and Examining Authority and we have only now received the Written Opinion 
from the USPTO- It is our view that we shall not be able to obtain an extension, and it is our understanding 
that the invention has in any event not been a commercial success. However, if you wish us to investigate 
the issue further, please let us know. In the absence of your instructions we shall do nothing further. 



Yours faithfully 
ADAMS & ADAMS 



ALAN LEWIS 

End. Written Opinion 
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From: . 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



Deborah MARSICANO 
tradeshield@telkomsa.net 
OS-Nov-04 5:09:52 PM 

PCT Application NO. PCT/IB02/02923 - Our Ref: F16713 AL/DM 



1 . We refer to previous communications in this matter, ending with your telephone discussion with the 
writer oh 3 November 2004- 

2. In accordance with your instructions in your e-mail to su of 1 November 2004, we have proceeded with 
the filing of a response to the Written Opinion without checking whether it is still possible to file a national 
phase application in the US. 

3. We enclose herewith our response to the Written Opinion, comprising amendments to the specification 
and claims, and submissions in support of the patentability of the invention as now described and defined 
in the claims, as amended. Copies of the amended pages in which the amendments have been marked 
up as well as clean copies of the amended pages are also attached. 

4. We shall resport further to you in due course. 



Yours faithfully 

Alan Lewis 
Adams & Adams 

Adams & Adams 

PO Box 10155 

Johannesburg. 2000 

South Africa 

Tel; 27 11 642-6057 

Fax: 27 11 642-1914 

E-mail: deborah-m@adamsadams.co.za 



At present, the integrity of e-mail across the Internet cannot be guaranteed and messages sent via this 
medium are potentially at risk. The recipient should scan any attached files for viruses. All liability arising 
as a result of the use of this medium to transmit information by or to Adams & Adams is excluded to the 
extent permitted by law. 

The information in this e-mail and in any attached files is CONFIDENTIAL and is legally privileged from 
disclosure and unauthorised use. It is intended solely for the addressee. If you have received this 
message in error, please return it to the sender and then delete the email and destroy all copies of it. If 
you are not the intended recipient, any form of reproduction, dissemination, copying, disclosure, 
modification, distribution and/or publication of, or any unauthorised action taken in relation to this message 
or its attachments is prohibited and may be unlawful and an infringement of copyright 
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^Deborah MARSICANO - Re: PCT Application NO. PCT/IB02/02923 - Our Ref: 
M6713 AL/DM 



From: "Tradeshield" <tradeshield@telkomsa.net> 



Date: ll-Nov-04 12:38 PM 

Subject: Re: PCT Application NO. PCT/IB02/02923 - Our Ref: F16713 AIVDM 



Dear Alan, 

Thank you for filing the response to the Written Opinion as discussed previously. I have received your response 
with amendments and we are all sure that it will be successful! this time. 

I am. however, a littie bit concerned that you have not checked whether it is still possible to file a national phase 
application in the US or not I think that my instructions was then misunderstood because we said that it must be 
checked anyway. What will happen now if the USPTO's response is favourable, will we be .able to file or not. 

Please let me know and also include an estimate of what the costs will be if we can file a national 
phase application in the USA. 

Thanks for the help and please phone me at any time if you need anything.' 
Kind Regards, 



— - Original Message 

From: Deborah MARSICANO 
To: tradeshield@telkomsa.net 
Sent: Friday, November 05. 2004 5:09 PM 

Subject: PCT Application NO. PCT/IB02/02923 - Our Ref: F16713 AL7DM 

1. We refer to previous communications in this matter, ending with your telephone discussion with the writer 
on 3 November 2004. 

2. In accordance with your instructions in your e-mail to su of 1 November 2004, we have proceeded with 
the filing of a response to the Written Opinion without checking whether it is still possible to file a national 
phase application in the US, 

3. We enclose herewith our response to the Written Opinion, comprising amendments to the specification and 
claims, and submissions in support of the patentability of the invention as now described and defined in the 
claims, as amended. Copies of the amended pages in which the amendments have been marked up as well 
as dean copies of the amended pages are also attached, 

4. We shall resport further to you in due course. 



Yours faithfully 

Alan' Lewis ' 
Adams & Adams 



To: 



Deborah MARSICANO" <DEBORAH-M@adamsadams.co.za> 



Nicky Net 
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